
  



  

  



Sailing holidays ZC0: sail training North Sea.       Category B/E 

We will set sail from the city center of Rotterdam off to Stellendam. A relaxed start of the trip, with a cup of 

coffee we can enjoy sailing under 4 bridges including the iconic Erasmus Bridge. It is impressive to see 

Rotterdam from the water with all the busy shipping traffic. The ‘New Waterway’ is divided into VHF radio 

block channels to guide shipping, an instructive aspect for this sail-training. Depending on the current, it is 

about three hours sailing to the North Sea, which gives us plenty of time to go over everything on deck. 

In the evening we will make a route plan depending on the weather reports, a challenging puzzle. We will also 

study the weather charts. Our first plan will be to sail along the Belgium coast.  This route is crowded with 

shipping traffic lanes, fishing vessels wind farms and oil rigs. An educational crossing where we will sail into the 

night. An excellent exercise for studying the almanac and currents, practice with light recognition, radar & AIS, 

making bearings to prevent collisions and night sailing. 

The exact ports depend on the weather and wind and on potential corona restrictions. France is most probably 

feasible, perhaps with a PCR in Belgium and maybe the UK as well. Unfortunately, there is not much to say 

about this at the moment, so it will be part of our adventurous sailing trip. 

An instructive sail training in which we will use the radar and AIS to cross the shipping lanes, but we will also 

practice with ship light recognition, routing and meteo. The last evening we will try to approach Rotterdam in 

the dark and return through the Erasmus Bridge to our home port, quite a special experience. 

Read more about our sail training  

https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sail-training-courses/?lang=en


Sailing holidays ZC1: Crossing the English Channel, sail training.   Category A/E/C 

We will set sail from the city center of Rotterdam off to Stellendam. A relaxed start of the trip, with a cup of 

coffee we can enjoy sailing under 4 bridges including the iconic Erasmus Bridge. It is impressive to see 

Rotterdam from the water with all the busy shipping traffic. The ‘New Waterway’ is divided into VHF radio 

block channels to guide shipping, an instructive aspect for this sail-training. Depending on the current, it is 

about three hours sailing to the North Sea, which gives us plenty of time to go over everything on deck and to 

decide whether we sail outside, or inside to Stellendam. 

In the evening we will make a route plan depending on the weather reports, a challenging puzzle. The plan is to 

sail the along the Belgian coast, overcrowded with shipping traffic routes, fishing vessels and full of wind farms 

with a tangle of buoys. We also have to listen out the radio block channels and there are special corridors 

between the wind farms and the shipping lanes where we are allowed to cross. Depending on the weather and 

tide, but also the possible Corona restrictions, we may cross to Dover, with a pit stop in Dunkirk. A good 

exercise for light recognition, making bearings to prevent collisions and practice with radar, AIS and currents. 

Dover is a nice industrial port, with lots of ferries, a new Marina and of course the famous white cliffs. On top is 

a beautiful castle. If the weather cooperates we have some time left for a visit to the castle, or a walk to the 

lighthouse for 'Tea and scones' with a beautiful view over the English Channel. 

In Dover we will study the weather charts. If the forecast allows, we can make a detour to Honfleur, a leg of 

about 130 miles. On average that means more than 24 hours of sailing and we will do so according to a watch 

system. The approach to the Seine is another puzzle. Le Havre, where we will probably arrive in the dark, is 

busy with large commercial and fishing vessels and on the river Seine the current can be very strong. To get 

into Honfleur, we have to go through a sea lock and a bridge and the entrance is shallow. The detour from 

Honfleur is definitely worth the effort, it is a picturesque medieval village full of cozy terraces, eateries and nice 

shops. Here we can relax and charge our batteries. 

The last leg is to Cherbourg, or actually to a little port before, of which the approach dries completely with low 

tide. An exercise in tidal calculations, because the time to get in (and out) is limited and there is no room for 

mistakes. The last stretch around Cap Barfleur should also be well timed due to the strong current, taking into 

account the wind. In short, an instructive sail training due to busy shipping routes, strong currents and tidal 

puzzles, but above all an extraordinary sailing voyage along a beautiful coast with nice harbours. 

The daily distances vary between 25 and 145 miles. The above schedule depends on weather, wind and tide. If 

necessary, it will be adapted. 

Read more about our sail training  

  

https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sail-training-courses/?lang=en


Sailing holidays ZC2: Normandy & Ile des Chausey.     Category C 

From Cherbourg, we sail into the Alderney race, a notorious passage where the currents can be very strong. 
Depending on the wind and Corona restrictions, we spend the night on the island of Alderney or the French 
harbour of Dielette. The tide is the clock in this unique sailing area. We will have to sail with the current and 
also calculate when we can enter and exit the harbours, a nice puzzle and an extra attraction of this sailing 
area. 
 
wind and tide will determine our exact destination, but we will do our best to visit a few highlights, such as the 
only French Channel island Iles-des-Chaussey. The weather and tide have to cooperate, but that is of course 
part of the adventure. If it works out, we can walk (and swim) on an idyllic little island with sandy beaches and 
crystal clear water and a huge tide difference, which makes it look different every hour. The atmospheric larger 
town of Granville is also on the programme is, with its narrow alleyways and medieval houses with cosy 
shopping streets. 
 
We will also try the small harbour of Carteret, which is difficult to approach because the harbour entrance is 4 
metres high at low tide, the tide (and time of high water) has to cooperate a bit, but apart from a spectacular 
approach, the town with its sandy beach and dunes is certainly worth a visit. 
 
After, or before, sailing, there will be time for a stroll along the coast or in a cosy little harbour. Relaxed sailing 
along beautiful coasts with spectacular tides and also time for sightseeing. We will end this sailing voyage in the 
beautiful old fortified town of St. Malo, where we will have dinner to complete the sailing trip. 
 
The above schedule is subject to weather, wind and tide. If necessary, it will be adapted. 
The daily sailing distances are between 7 and 33 miles.  
 
Read more about our sailing holidays in Brittany 
 
 

Sailing holidays ZC3: Brittany & Ile de Brehat.     Category C 

From the fortified town of St. Malo we sail to (most probably) the seaside resort of St. Cast. A new deep marina 
with terraces by the harbour, a short distance for our first day of sailing. A nice stroll along the rocks will bring 
you to the beautiful wide beach and the village, where you can eat an ice cream or a crêpe, if you like. 
 
The tidal difference is enormous, which is also one of the charms of sailing in this area. Strong tidal currents 
and a tidal difference of up to 12 metres at spring tide. "Not for the faint hearted" as the British call it. Due to 
the large tidal difference, the landscape is continuously changing and with the many rugged rock formations, 
this is a beautiful sight which never gets boring. And most importantly, the day starts with fresh croissants from 
the bakery. 
 
Depending on the wind and the tide, we sail to a harbour beyond Cap Frehel. So next day we can sail on to the 
cosy medieval village of Paimpol, or we might drop anchor at the fairytale-like Iles de Brehat, where we can go 
ashore for a splendid hike. The tide has to be right For Paimpol, otherwise we can't enter the harbour and for 
Iles de Brehat, the wind direction has to be right for a sheltered anchorage. So nature determines the exact 
order. Maybe we even sail up the estuary to Lezardieux first. The tide is the clock in this area and that is also 
part of the adventure. 
 
Also on the agenda is the beautiful and narrow estuary to Trequier, another beautiful medieval village. The 
entrance to the river is shallow and we try to puzzle out a timing where we will have the current at sea and on 
the river with us, but also with enough water to be able to sail up the river. This special sailing trip ends in 
Roscoff, where we complete the sailing voyage in a restaurant of yet another beautiful village. 
 
The above schedule is subject to weather, wind and tide. If necessary, it will be adapted. 
The daily sailing distances are between 7 and 29 miles.  

https://offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-brittanny/?lang=en


 
Read more about our sailing holidays in Brittany 
 
 

Sailing holidays ZC4: North West Brittany & Ile de Ouesant.    Category B/C 

From Roscoff we first sail into the open sea, to head into the estuary of the beautiful L'aber wrac'h after 35 
miles between, the rock formations. The weather has to cooperate a bit, but the plan is to anchor at the iconic 
Ile de Ouessant, known for the beautiful storm pictures with lighthouses. If the weather and any swell allow, 
we could spend a day here for a wonderful hike and perhaps a visit to the lighthouse.  
 
The tidal difference is enormous, which is also one of the charms of sailing in this area. Strong tidal currents 
and a tidal difference of up to 12 metres at spring tide. "Not for the faint hearted" as the British call it. Due to 
the large tidal difference, the landscape is continuously changing and with the many rugged rock formations, 
this is a beautiful sight which never gets boring. The tide is the clock in this area and that is also part of the 
adventure. 
 
We sail on around Cape Finisterre, between jagged rocks and beautiful lighthouses to the charming little 
harbour of 'Camaret sur Mer'. Apart from being a nice village with a beautiful beach, there is also a ship 
graveyard where the old discarded wooden fishing boats slowly lay in decay. We end up in Brest where we 
have dinner the last evening. 
 
The above schedule is subject to weather, wind and tide. If necessary, it will be adapted. 
The daily sailing distances are between 8 and 35 miles.  
 
Read more about our sailing holidays in Brittany 
 
  

https://offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-brittanny/?lang=en
https://offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-brittanny/?lang=en


Sailing holidays Z10: Passage Bay of Biscay          Category A 

From Brest we will sail over the infamous Bay of Biscay to Spain. This crossing is on the bucket list of every 
sailor. The weather will ultimately determine our exact route, but the plan is to do this in legs. 

The plan is to sail to the beautiful Camaret sur Mer on the first day, so that everyone can get used to the ship. 
Then we cross over to the Spanish coast, direction Ria de Cedeira. If the weather cooperates, it will take about 
3 nights of sailing in a watch system, the exact arrival port will be determined by the wind. The last day we sail 
into La Coruna, a large city with a beautiful old town centre, very enjoyable in the evening. La Coruna has the 
oldest Roman lighthouse which is still in use, Torre de Hercules from where you will have a great view over the 
ocean. 

A challenging sailing passage with beautiful sun and moon rises/ sets. With a bit of luck we can enjoy beautiful 
starry skies and / or a luninous sea and dolphins. This sailing voyage is a nice combination of making miles, 
sailing through the night, but also with a bit of time ashore to enjoy and to recover. We will end La Coruna, 
where we end the journey in a nice Spanish restaurant. 

The daily sailing distances are between 9 and 350 miles.  
The above schedule is subject to weather, wind and tide. 

Read more about our passages and milebuilders 
Read more about Sailing holidays in Brittany  
Read more about Sailing holidays in Northern Spain 
 

Sailing holidays Z11: North West Spain, Galicia.         Category C/F 

From the atmospheric La Coruna we will sail into the many inlets, also known as Rias, to the cozy town of Vigo. 
The Rias are similar in nature to the Outer Hebrides of Scotland, but a small difference is of course the 
temperature. 

The first two days we sail along the Costa da Muerte. A beautiful and rugged rocky coast with, luckily, sheltered 
Rias and atmospheric harbors such as Camarina. In general, there is a North-westerly wind which can increase 
considerably late afternoon, this results in spectacular sailing on the swell of the azure ocean. 

Once we have sailed around Cabo Finisterre, we arrive in the sheltered and larger Rias, the Rias Baixas, where it 
will be even sunnier and warmer. Apart from the busier and more modern town of Sanxenxo, we will drop 
anchor in the beautiful Islas Cies. A nature reserve where we can make a nice walk with great views over the 
islands and the ocean. We end up in the lively town of Vigo, where we go out to eat. 

The daily distances are between 10 and 35 miles. 

Read more about our sailing holidays in Northern Spain. 
 
  

https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/offshore-sailing-mile-builders/?lang=en
https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-brittanny?lang=en
https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-spain-galicia/?lang=en
https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-spain-galicia/?lang=en


Sailing holidays Z12: North West Spain, Ria’s in Galicia.        Category C 

The Spanish northwest coast is, for most people, unfamiliar territory. Therefore NO MASS OF TOURISM will be 
found in this part of Spain. As a result, this beautiful sailing area has still remained authentic.  

From the atmospheric Vigo we will explore the many inlets (Ria’s), such as the Ria de Pontevedra and Ria de 
Arosa. These southern Rias are also called the Rias Baixas and are known for the nice weather with perfect 
sailing conditions and they are well protected against the ocean swell. The Rias are similar in nature to the 
Outer Hebrides of Scotland, but a small difference is of course the temperature. 

The program includes atmospheric Spanish harbours and apart from the busier and more modern town of 
Sanxenxo, we will also drop anchor at the beautiful Islas Cies. A nature reserve where we can make a beautiful 
walk with great views over the islands and the ocean. We end up where we have started, in the lively town of 
Vigo, where we go out to eat on our last evening. 

The daily distances are between 10 and 35 miles. 

Read more about our sailing holidays in Northern Spain. 
 

Sailing holidays Z13: West Spain & Portugal.          Category C 

From the charming Vigo, we will sail towards the Islas Cies, where we drop anchor. The Islas Cies are a nature 
reserve where we go ashore for a nice walk with great views over the islands and the ocean. The next day we 
sail to the beautiful Baionna (this is the port where Columbus came ashore after rediscovering the New World) 
with a beautiful beach and a castle at the harbor. Then we sail up the Atlantic ocean to the cozy Viana do 
Castelo in Portugal. This sailing voyage ends in Porto, where we eat out. A beautiful old city and on the world 
heritage list of UNESCO. 

In general there will be constant wind direction from the North on the west coast of Portugal. Known as the 
Nortada, or “Portuguese North”. This means downwind sailing for us. Normally, this wind starts from 12 a.m. 
and increases in the afternoon until sunset. 
That means that we can have a relaxed breakfast, or take a short walk, and then we will have a beautiful day of 
sailing on the azure blue ocean. 
The daily distances are between 10 and 30 miles. 

Read more about our sailing holidays in Northern Spain. 
Read more about our sailing holidays in Portugal 
 
  

https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-spain-galicia/?lang=en
https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-spain-galicia/?lang=en
https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-portugal-algarve/?lang=en


Sailing holidays Z14: Sailing holiday along western Portugal.        Category C 

From Porto we set sail up the Atlantic ocean to Aveiro, where we will spend a day exploring the town. Aveiro is 
also called the “Venice of Portugal” because of its charming town with canals and even Gondolas. 

We continue our way along authentic Portuguese ports such as Figueira da Foz, Peniche, Nazaré and then 
Cascais. The latter is the seaside resort of Lisbon. With a beautiful beach and in the evening you can make a 
sunset walk to a stunning cliff formation near the harbor and enjoy a drink. 
The next day will be a short sail to the center of Lisbon, a great experience, as we sail past some of Lisbon's 
highlights such as the famous "Torre de Belem". An iconic 16th century fortress that marks the entrance to the 
river Tagus. In the afternoon or morning (depending on the tide) there is also the possibility to visit Sintra.  
 
Sintra is close to Lisbon in the wooded hills of the Serra Mountains, with a fairy tale landscape of ornate 
palaces, castle ruins and exotic gardens. In the evening we go out to dinner in a great restaurant and then we 
walk back through the bustling city of Lisbon back to the boat. 

The west coast of Portugal generally has a constant wind direction, the Nortada, or "Portuguese North". That 
means plenty of wind. This wind starts around noon and increases considerably during the day until sunset, 
thus, spectacular sailing downwind and great speed. 

The daily sailing distances are between 14 and 44 miles.  
The above schedule is subject to weather, wind and tide.  
Read more about our sailing holidays in Portugal. 

Sailing holidays Z14: Sailing holiday along western Portugal.        Category C 

From Porto we set sail up the Atlantic ocean to Aveiro, where we will spend a day exploring the town. Aveiro is 
also called the “Venice of Portugal” because of its charming town with canals and even Gondolas. 

We continue our way along authentic Portuguese ports such as Figueira da Foz, Peniche, Nazaré and then 
Cascais. The latter is the seaside resort of Lisbon. With a beautiful beach and in the evening you can make a 
sunset walk to a stunning cliff formation near the harbor and enjoy a drink. 
The next day will be a short sail to the center of Lisbon, a great experience, as we sail past some of Lisbon's 
highlights such as the famous "Torre de Belem". An iconic 16th century fortress that marks the entrance to the 
river Tagus. In the afternoon or morning (depending on the tide) there is also the possibility to visit Sintra.  
 
Sintra is close to Lisbon in the wooded hills of the Serra Mountains, with a fairy tale landscape of ornate 
palaces, castle ruins and exotic gardens. In the evening we go out to dinner in a great restaurant and then we 
walk back through the bustling city of Lisbon back to the boat. 

The west coast of Portugal generally has a constant wind direction, the Nortada, or "Portuguese North". That 
means plenty of wind. This wind starts around noon and increases considerably during the day until sunset, 
thus, spectacular sailing downwind and great speed. 

The daily sailing distances are between 14 and 44 miles.  
The above schedule is subject to weather, wind and tide.  
Read more about our sailing holidays in Portugal. 

Sailing holidays ZC15: Sailing holidays along western Portugal & Lisbon.      Category C 

From the city centre of Lisbon, we sail up the Atlantic Ocean. We’ll sail close past some of Lisbon's icons, such 

as the famous " Torre  de  Belem", an ornate fortress from the 16th century that guarded the entrance to the 

https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-portugal-algarve/?lang=en
https://www.offshore-yacht-charter.com/sailing-holidays-portugal-algarve/?lang=en


River Tagus. The destination is most likely to become Troia, a peninsula in the delta of Rio Sado. A nice and long 

day of broad reach sailing with along a beautiful coast. The next day we sail even further south to the port of 

Sines and from there we sail north again to anchor at the nature park 'Natural de  Arrabida.' A beautiful green 

oasis. The next day we can take it easy, a morning swim and/or we can go ashore for a nice walk, before sailing 

to Sesimbra. 

From Sesimbra we sail to Cascais, after rounding Cabo  Espichel, it will be clause hauled sailing to the wind, so 

we have another nice long sailing day ahead, with probably a later arrival (end of the afternoon/ early evening). 

That's why we stay in Cascais the next day, which is the seaside resort of Lisbon. Cascais has a beautiful beach 

and in the evening you can take a sunset stroll to a spectacular viewpoint and enjoy a drink. There is also the 

opportunity to visit Sintra that day in the wooded hills of the Serra Mountains. Sintra has a fairytale landscape 

with decorated palaces, castle ruins and exotic gardens. 

The last day is a short bit of sailing, back into the centre of Lisbon. In the evening we go out for dinner in a great 

restaurant and we walk back through the cozy bustling city of Lisbon. 

On the west coast of Portugal there is a constant wind from the north, the Nortada, or "Portuguese North". In 
general, this wind starts at noon and increases considerably until sunset. 

The daily sailing distances are between 14 and 44 miles.  
The above schedule is subject to weather, wind and tide.  
Read more about our sailing holidays in Portugal. 

 
More information to be found at our sailing holidays schedule 
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